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as laid down in the instructions given to its commission. The
Spanish commission accepted this proposition and requested an
adjournment for several days to formulate such plan.

Within a few days this paper was submitted at great length
to the American commission. It embraced every matter relating
to the affairs of the island from a business, financial, municipal,
religious, judicial and social standpoint. The matter of evacu-
ating the island was suggested in such form as to delay the opera-
tion to the last moment possible. As the instructions of the
American commission only permitted it to consider the one ques-
tion of evacuating the island, and that promptly, its reply, on
the 13th day of September, in which this one matter was set
forth as the only question it was authorized to consider, became
in all the proceedings of the joint commission afterwards the
basis of its discussion. It should be said, however, that the pro-
ceedings were characterized to the end of the joint sessions by
great dignity and circumspection on the part of the Spanish
commission.

Very naturally, many matters were suggested by its mem-
bers, but the inflexible reply of the American commission that
the evacuation of the island was the only subject its instructions
permitted to be discussed usually brought the commission back
to that one operation and how to effect it most expeditiously.
To facilitate this, a large map of the island was hung on the
wall of the chamber where the commission sat. Several points
thereon showing where the forces of each nation were located
were marked by pins bearing the American and Spanish colors.
During each day's session, the points selected to be occupied
by noon of the following day were indicated by the American
commission, but, as a rule, objection was made by the Spanish
commission, one of whom was always ready with argument of
its impracticability. These arguments were invariably met
with the assurance that, should the evacuation of any point be
impracticable, instructions would be sent to the American officer
to entertain the Spanish garrison as the nation's guests until
such time as evacuation of the selected points could be effected
by them. Generally these assurances were accepted. At the
next day's session the map would show the American flag at the
points selected the previous day, A glance at the map each New York on the morning of therd beam,
